
 
 

13-Oct-2011 

  

Dear Dr. Henry Bauer: 

  

I am delighted to update you with some exciting developments about JRSM Short Reports, the 

Royal Society of Medicine’s first open access journal. 

  

1 Indexing: JRSM Short Reports is on PubMed Central and PubMed, which means that our 

authors’ work is included in two leading international resources for medical research. 

  

2 Clinical Reviews: JRSM Short Reports now also publishes clinical reviews. As a guide, these 

should be up to 3000 words and 30 references. 

  

3 Research Letters: We are now accepting submissions for a new section, called Research Letters. 

Articles for this section should be in the form of an extended structured abstract, using the 

abstract style of a full JRSM Short Reports research paper. Research Letters can be no longer 

than 500 words, 5 references, and 1 table or figure. 

  

4 Author fee (Research Letters): The current author fee for publishing a Research Letter is a 

special introductory rate of £250 plus VAT for RSM Members and £350 plus VAT for non-RSM 

Members. 

  

5 Author fee (Other Papers, RSM Members): We are also holding the current author fee for all 

full research papers, clinical reviews, and case reports at £350 plus VAT for all RSM Members. 

  

6 Author fee (Other Papers, Non-RSM Members): Authors who are not members of the RSM will 

also be charged only £350 plus VAT for publication of any research papers, clinical reviews, and 

case reports that are submitted by 31st October 2011. The fee for non-RSM Members will rise to 

£450 plus VAT for any research papers, clinical reviews, and research papers submitted from 1st 

November 2011 onwards. This remains one of the lowest author fees in open access publishing. 

  

7 Special Institutional Rates: Academic departments and universities can pre-pay for publication 

of several papers from their institution. The institutional rate for publishing 10 articles from any 

combination of research papers, clinical reviews, and case reports is £3150 plus VAT, a discount 

of 10% against the RSM Member fee. Institutional rates are also available for publishing a 

collection of Research Letters, for example abstracts from a clinical meeting. Please discuss your 

specific requirements with us. 

  

You can find all previous issues of JRSM Short Reports on the public PubMed Central site: 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/1343/.  JRSM Short Reports is an open-access clinical 

journal (http://shortreports.rsmjournals.com/content/current). The first issue was published in 

June 2010, and we have already published just under 150 research papers and case reports. JRSM 

Short Reports offers rapid decision-making times, with many papers accepted for publication 

within 30 days of submission. 

  



In addition to inviting you to become an author with JRSM Short Reports, we would very much 

like to retain you as a reviewer. If you are already a JRSM reviewer or author, you can use the 

same login details as the JRSM submission site to also access the JRSM Short Reports 

submission site (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/shorts). 

  

We welcome all research papers, clinical reviews, and case reports under 3000 words for JRSM 

Short Reports. We also now consider Research Letters of 500 words, 5 references, and 1 table or 

figure. We do hope that you will consider publishing your work with us. 

  

The new journal has different selection criteria to JRSM and one of the major reasons for 

rejection, limited interest to JRSM readers, no longer applies. Provided that your article is of 

interest to colleagues in your specialty and does not have any major methodological flaws it 

stands an excellent chance of publication. I am also the editor of the new journal. 

  

Papers are peer-reviewed and accepted articles are published online. There is a processing fee or 

author fee for each accepted article as explained above. There is no fee to pay if your paper is not 

accepted for publication. 

  

The author fee also ensures that your article is freely available to all immediately on publication, 

in accordance with best practice in open-access publishing. This author-pays open-access 

publishing model is now well-established and widely accepted as an improvement on the 

traditional model of journal publishing. 

  

We place the full text of accepted papers in PubMed Central, and records for these papers also 

appear in the main PubMed database. 

  

Accepted papers are mentioned in the print edition of JRSM and you will be able to say your 

article is ‘in press’ upon acceptance of your article. Average time from submission to acceptance 

of a paper is only around 30 days. 

  

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and I look forward to welcoming you as a 

reviewer and author with JRSM Short Reports. 

  

Best wishes. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Dr Kamran Abbasi FRCP 

Editor-in-Chief, RSM Press 

Editor, JRSM and JRSM Short Reports 


